
Henry V Essay T-Chart 
I intentionally crossed off parts of this chart that were covered in the sample paragraph. I 

don’t want you to be tempted to just copy the commentary of the sample paragraph. Use it 

as a model, but look to the other points below to build your discussion  

Pro-War Argument Counterargument 

1) Only way to maintain honor 

is by going to war. 

• Tennis ball insult and 

Henry’s speech that 

follows 1.2 

 

2) Brotherhood/Honor/Manhood 

• St. Crispin’s Day Speech 

4.3 

- Brotherhood 62-65 

- Honor 23-35 

- Manhood 38-42…66-69 

 

3) Patriotism/Fight for Your 

Country 

• 1.2. 120-124 

• 3.1. 18-23 

• 4.3. 100-107 

 

4) Immortalized/Go Down in 

History by dying in battle 

• Exeter Speech 4.6 

• St. Crispin’s Day Speech 

4.3. 49-61  

 

 

 

5) War solves problems instead 

of diplomacy  

• 3.Chorus 29-35 

1) Henry had to be tricked into 

going to war. He did not 

really want to go. 

• Salic Law 1.2  

• His reservations 1.2. 5-7 

 

2) Peace makes the man. 

Warlike behavior goes 

against nature.  

• Harfleur Speech 3.1. 4-

11 

 

 

3) It is better to show pity and 

negotiate than to fight. 

Henry tries to reason with 

the men of Harfleur 

• 3.3. 27-32 

 

4) War is a horrible thing and 

people die horrible deaths 

• Bardolph’s death 3.6. 25-

28 

• Senseless killing of the 

boys and French 

prisoners 4.7. 1-11 

 

5) People left behind suffer 

• Williams speech 4.1. 

138-151 
 


