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ARel i gi on Time Donneods

A The Protestant Reformation (15171 1648) was
the European Christian reform movement that
established Protestantism as a constituent
branch of contemporary Christianity. The
separation of the Church of England from Rome
under Henry VIII, beginning in 1529 and
completed in1536, brought England alongside
this broad Reformation movement; however,
religious changes in the English national church
proceeded more conservatively than elsewhere
In Europe.



ACulture and Thoughts

Athe Renaissance began at the 13th century
and reached its peak at the 16t century In
Europe. Peopl e 6s t Hromu g
the restriction of feudal belief of god and
religion and became more realistic and
human. This was a great emancipation,
which led to the appearance of a lot of
great people, such as Francis Bacon and
Shakespeare.




Born: 21 January 1572 London
Died: 31 March 1631
Nationality: English
Poet,Minister,Lawyer

Genres:

Saire,Love poety, Elegy, Semons
Subjects:

Love, Sexuality,Religion,Death

Literary movement:
MetaphysicaPoetry
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x JohnDonnewasbornon Bread Streetin London, England,
Into a Catholic family at atime when Catholicism was illegat
England.

x Earlylife

x Despitethe obviousdlangersD o n nfamdysarranged fohis
education by thdesuitsvhich gave him a degmowledgeof his
religion.

x But his brother Henrfponnedied of black death, leadidghn
Donne to begin questioning his Cathdadah.
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Donne was studentat Hart Hall , now Hertford College,
Oxford, from the age of1l

X Study:

After three yearsat Oxford hevasadmitted to Trinity
College,Cambridge, wherehe studiedor another three years

In 1591 he wasicceptedisa studentat theThavies Innlegal
school, one of thénns of Chanceryin London.

In 1592 he wasadmittedtoL | n ¢ dnh, ore ©fthe Inns of
Court.



BT A Thavies Inn
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x Later life:

In 1602 Donnewaselected adMember of
Parliament for the constituencyof Brackley.

Donneleft theCatholicChurchin the latel 5 9 ©r éasly
16 0006s.

1598 Appointed Private Secretary far Thomaggerton

In 1601marriedE g e r tl70yead dd niece//o
permission.

Imprisonedby Egerton for marryindpis niecew/o
permission



L_if
x Later life:
Struggledto support his family for 12 years.

He wascertainly incommunicatiorwith the King,James
| of England.

In 1610 andl611he wrote two antCatholicpolemics

He finallyaccededtothKi n g 0 s andin IS61bwas
ordained into the Church of England.



L_ife

At is thought thathisfinal illness was stomachcancer.

Ade died on 31 March 1631 havingleft a body of work
flercely engaged witlthe emotionalandintellectual conflicts

of hisage.

At h oonlygirhmanuscript - his poemsvould not be
printed and published untilvo yearsafterhisdeath

Alohn Donnes buried in StP a u Wh&re anemorialstatue
of himwaserected with a Latin epigraph probably
composedy himself.
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A Part of the house where John Donne lived
In Pyrford.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyrford

A A portrait of Donne
as a young man in

1595
A (In the collection of

the National Portrait
Gallery, London)




X Donne'searliestpoems

Knowledgeof English societycoupledwith sharp criticism
of its problems.

X His satires:

Alealtwith common Elizabethan topics, suchascorruption
In the legabkystem.

Alealswith the problemof true religion, a matterof great

Importancgo Donne. Hearguedthat it was better texamine
carefullyone'sreligiousconvictionsthan blindly to followany
establishedradition, for none would be saved at the Final

Judgment.



X His erotic poetry:

A D o n nearfycareer was also notable fois
erotic poetry(sexyoetry) especially higlegies

A Hamployedunconventional metaphors such

as a flea biting two lovers being comparegéda.



__Later noetry

X Donne focused hiditerary careeron religious literature. He
guickly becamenoted for his sermons andeligious poems

A H easlybelief in the value ofkepticismnow gavewayto a
firm faith in thetraditionalteachings of th&ible.

A T lines of thessermons com® influencefutureworksof
Englishliterature.
E.g.ErnestHe mi n g Waa W theBell Tolls, whichtook
its title from a passage iNleditation XVII

ThomasMe r t o Mas is an Islandwhichtook its title

from thesamesource.






